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The First Step 
Painted by Jean Francois Millet 


Every boy and girl who receives this 
Award is familiar with a scene such as this. 
The artist, Millet, being a great lover of 
children was best qualified to put on canvas 
the picture of this little child taking his first 
step. 


We can see at a glance that this is another 
of the peasant scenes which Millet loved so 
much to paint. It is written of Millet, “He 
is the first to paint the peasant as he truly 
lived and moved.” Even in this small pic- 
ture we Can see the eagerness in the face of 
the little child who, with arms outstretched 
is doing his best to reach his father. The 
mother, like all good mothers, stands by ready 
to help her baby. There is little chance that 
he will come to harm with both parents near 
to catch him if he should start to fall. 


The Artist, Jean Francois Millet (mifya or 
mzlia), was born at Gruchy, near Cherbourg, 
France, in 1814, dying at Barbizon, France, 
January 20; 1875. His parents were French 
peasants, and during his boyhood he worked 
hard in the fields with his father, although 
he started to study drawing when a very 
small boy. Three of Millet’s other famous 
paintings are, “The Sowers,” painted in 1850; 
“The Gleaners” painted in 1857; and “The 
Angelus” painted in 1859. 


Millet first married in 1841. After the 
death of his first wife he again married in 
1845. He had a large family- and had a hard 
Struggle to provide food and clothing for 
them. A friend sold one of Millet’s pictures 
for 100 francs. In writing to this friend, 
Millet said, “I have received the 100 francs. 


They came just at the right time. Neither 
_ my wife nor I had tasted food for 24 hours. 


It is a blessing that our little ones, at any 


rate, have not been in want.” 


_ Later Millet wrote from-his cottage home 
in the village of Barbizon, France, “Better 
a thatched cottage at the village of Barbizon, 
than a Palace in Paris.” In this home sur- 
rounded by his family, he was a most happy 


- man and it was very natural that he should 


turn to a little incident of that home life as 
the subject for this splendid picture—"The 


Ee oes First Step.” 


- ‘ 
a ee 
Mo “* 





oft Oa 
eel wed <_  0s 4d 


r 

1 : *., 

St? Seer ae 
A ete nS 
.) ““ 
° 


aes 


. o; 


flo is espectilly conmefded for 
fPunctual and Regular Attendance 
at selpool for x period of420 days. 
functuality and regularity in all 
aclibities nf life wre essential Girtues 
and requirentents for successful 
liging. By earning this Testi- 
montial you hate shofen an interest 
it cultifuting these Girhies and 
habits ant hate justly earned this 


Amari of Sprit 


etic 


Syn en te 
st * 
wile Fanges’s °C 


> -_ 
ren 


Ba i ss as 
TRS a 


ES MT Te 


COPYRIGHTED 1°25 
FORM AB 2 


7 
eo 
as 


(Fra 


He MMOND 8 STEPHENS co., FREMONT. NEO 


te 
——— 


tein 


— 2 








° 
e~ —_ ., 


= = eee — —— _ EP 2 a A enPner ee — — — . 
<< “bos . ‘4 
_ | a hee eee ee eee Sa ie een ae ae ee eee eee . ™ 
ae”, v . 
‘ a ‘, 7 : — 4 7 : 
. : i : 
° 7 m : 
ee Fd . ~ : ; 
s ° 
. es i : 
~ bd ' . 
. eo . — - 
= *” 
_ : _— 


Feeding the Hens 3 
Painted by Jean Francois Millet 


The Artist, Jean Francois Millet, (miya 
or milla) was born at Gruchy, near Cher- 
bourg, France in 1814, and spent his child- 
hood in the little village. He died at Bar- 
bizon, France, on January 20, 1875. His fath- 
€r, a natural musician and a lover of Nature, 
was a poor French peasant who worked from 
early morning until late night in the fields. 
His mother also, spent a great part of her 
time with the father at this hard labor. His 
old grandmother looked after the household 
and it was from her that Millet received his 
first lessons. The family was very religious 
and the grandmother taught Millet many of 
the stories of- the Bible. He often copied 
these Bible Pictures, which he learned to 
know, upon the stone walls about the home 
with chalk. 


The ald grandmother had great faith in. 
the boy, declaring that some day Jean would 
become a famous artist. A great love sprang . 
up in the heart of this boy for his grand- 
mother and many years after he painted her. 
portrait and in tribute to her cried out, “I 
wish I could paint her soul.” 


It is most likely that Millet received his 
inspiration from the picture “Feeding the 
Hens,” from watching his grandmother. at 
this daily task. Nearly every peasant home 
had its small flock of poultry which aided in 
furnishing the family table. 7 


The picture will recall familiar scenes to 
every boy and. girl living in this State. We 
can almost hear the old lady as she calls the 
hens and their joyful scramble for the grain 
compietes our picture. The little child on 
the doorstep is said to have been the artist's 
own child. Because Millet painted so many 
pictures of common, out-of-door people, he 
has become one of the most popular artists 
of the children of today and this picture 
“Feeding the Hens” is one of those that has 
the strongest appeal. 





